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LITERARY VALUES

with individualism goes the divinity of man, the
sacredness of life, the right of private judgment,
the decay of traditions and forms, and the birth of
the modern spirit. With one goes stateliness, im-
pressiveness, distinction, as well as the empty, the
moribund, the despotic; with the other goes force,
strenuousness, originality, as well as the loud, the
amorphous, the fanatical.
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Goethe said that a loving interest in the person
and the works of an author, amounting to a certain
one-sided enthusiasm, alone led to reality in criti-
cism; all else was vanity. No doubt more will come
of the contact of two minds under these circum-
stances than from what is called the judicial attitude;
there will be more complete fusion and interpen-
etration; without a certain warmth and passion
there is no fruitfulness, even in criticism. In the
field of art and literature, to be disinterested does
not mean to be cold and judicial; it means to be
free from bias, free from theories and systems, with
mind open to receive a clear impression of the work's
characteristic merits and qualities.

It is tradition that always stands in the way of
the new man. In politics, it is the political tradition;
in religion, the religious tradition; and in litera-
ture, the literary tradition. Professional criticism
is the guardian of the literary tradition, and this is
140ine right
